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gone before, I to the Duke of York's playhouse; where a new play of Etherige's,1 called " She Would if she Could; " and though I was there by two o'clock, there was 1000 people put back that could not have room in the pit: and I at last, because my wife was there, made shift to get into the i 8d. box, and there saw; but, Lord ! how full was the house, and how silly the play, there being nothing in the world good in it, and few people pleased in it. The King was there ; but I sat mightily behind, and could see but little, and hear not all. The play being done, I into the pit to look [for] my wife, and it being dark and raining, I to look my wife out, but could not find her; and so staid going between the two doors and through the pit an hour and half, I think, after the play was done ; the people staying there till the rain was over, and to talk with one another. And, among the rest, here was the Duke of Buckingham to-day openly sat in the pit; and there I found him with my Lord Buckhurst, and Sidly, and Etherige, the poet; the last of whom I did hear mightily find fault with the actors, that they were out of humour, and had not their parts perfect,2 and that Harris did do nothing, nor could so much as sing a ketch in it; and so was mightily concerned : while all the rest did, through the whole pit, blame the play as a silly, dull thing, though there was something very roguish and witty; but the design of the play, and end, mighty insipid. * At last I did find my wife staying for me in the entry; and with her was Betty Turner, Mercer, and Deb. So I got a coach, and a humour took us, and I carried them to Hercules Pillars, and there did give them a kind of a supper of about js., and very
1  Sir George Etherege, the celebrated wit and man of fashion.    He was the author of three comedies, " The Comical Revenge, or Love in a Tub" (1664), "She Would if she Could'' (1667), and " The Man of Mode, or Sir Fopling Flutter " (1676).    He is said to have bought his knighthood in order to persuade a rich widow to marry him.    He was sent to the Hague by Charles II., and in 1685 by James II. to Ratisbon. He died at Paris in 1691.
2 Shadwell confirms this complaint of Etherege's in the preface to his own " Humourists."    He writes: "The last (viz. imperfect action) had like to have destroyed ' She Would if she Could,' which I think (and I have the authority of some of the best judges in England for't) is the best comedy that has been written since the Restoration of the Stage." Harris played Sir Joslin Jolly.    Downes says that it was inferior to " Love in a Tub," but took well.